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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tus author wiſhes the reader to under- 
| ſand, that he has treated the following 
ſubject with all poſſible brevity ; becauſe 


his numerous avocations and purſuits would 


not allow time for a more ample diſcuſſion ; 
becauſe the queſtion ſeems to he within nar- 
row limits and to admit of compendious 
and deciſive proof; and becauſe it would be 
imprudent, as experience has taught him, 
to expend much upon the public in this un- 
popular kind of theology. Either the au- 


thor wants talents for theſe inveſtigations, 


or his countrymen zeal and taſte. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Ora belt Mens of the SUPREME 3 ee 
ther collected from contemplating the works of 
the creation, or derived from à ſpeculative con- 

ſideration of the attributes of an univerſal creator 
governor and parent, conſpire in convincing us, 
that all the plans of his providence and all the 
meaſures of his adminiſtration are directed to the 
final happineſs of mankind. But the various 
irregularities, which preſent themſelves to our 
notice ongevery fide, and the ſcenes of miſery 
and vice, which are exhibited both in the world- 
at large and in the ſphere of private life, demon- 
ſtrate with equal concluſiveneſs, that this great 
end is not to be accompliſhed by any inſtanta- 
neous and violent efforts of omnipotence, but by 
the permanent operation of gentle cauſes; uni- 
formly, ſteadily; and imperceptibly exerting them 
ſelves upon the mind of man, and gradually rec- 
tifying the manners of the ſpecies. The univer- 
ſal lord deals with us, not as a maſter with his 
ſervant, but as a parent with his child. We are 
ſenſible of a will and powers of our own; we feel 


2 AN ESSAY ON 
the gentle conſtraints of a diſcipline calculated 
ultimately to improve our pleaſures and advance 
our welfare ; and we perceive, whilſt diforderly 
individuals are apparently fruſtrating the ſchemes 
of the divine adminiſtration, the world at large 
to be thriving by a regular growth to the matu- 
rity of happineſs and virtue. | 
In this general view of the intentions of God 

and the circumſtances of humanity, if we ſurvey 
the two revelations, which are generally allowed 
by Chriſtians to come from heaven, we ſhall ſee 
the tenour of them conformable to this idea of 
gradual perfection, and conſequently analogous 
to the progreſs of individual life. An infancy, 
a youth, and a manhood, are at once diſcernible in 
the ſeveral ſtages of religious communication. 

Jo an attentive: examiner, informed by expe- 
rience and by hiſtory in the manners of his ſpe- 
cies, and inſtructed by philoſophy in the com- 
poſition of the human mind; the 7ew:/h inſtitu- 
tion will appear admirably calculated for the 

exigencies of that people, to whom it was diſ- 
penſed. Accuſtomed, as the Jraelites had been 
for ſuch a ſeries of years, to the contemplation 
and practice of gentile ſuperſtition under it's moſt 
ignoble ſtate of degradation in Agypi*; they 
were obviouſly unfit for a pure ſyſtem of mere 
rational and intellectual religion: and indeed 


* Exod, XXX11, 1.—5· Deut. xxxii. 16 and 17. Fat 
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any ſcheme of worſhip, materlally different from 
the tenour of the Moſaic ordinances,” would have 
outraged every principle of prudence, ſuggeſted 
by an inſight into human life. The natura and 
moral ſyſtems are correſpondent in this reſpe&. 
The eye, long ſhut up in darkneſs, would be 
deſtroyed by the ſudden glare of day-light. And 
an attempt at haſty reformation; like an inſtan- 
taneous tranſition from intemperance'ts ſobri- 
ety*, would defeat it's own purpoſe and bring 
inevitable and ſpeedy ruin on the obje& of 'itt;/- 
That primary article of all religion, the un rey 
of the ard cauſe, and ts eehte of 


tt of TIA 


„Ener Toh day e de pure en 
Toy* Twy ri Te eQeupeovra, 18 T1¹ To, d eiue 
Npecoteu, ner ohryov' vv yag Ee r Texeus Ty Mærrau, 
xivIuvOs uu. ær ve (aeTAoNys. vEWTERI Tt "yy Ev. * 
cr. Hippocrates de natura Hominis. 10 


+ Our wev 0 Tegrivet, eri £V oye TEVTH cry 
ieren, eTEAEUTWOEY' ouJe eyvw, ueureg glue porær G. 
TpeοEru Wy, ori adyverov EGHV ατν pο⏑ Tu 4 e op- 
Hobel, aN, eine Ti ako, wat TONITIN Mer Tag rg a 


Xpovou #2 oo@ueg outer. Dion Caſſius, ii 1 1 0 

« Let us here admire God's wiſdom in our firſt reformers, 
who proceeded ſo moderately in a matter of ſo great conſe- 
quence, To reform all at once, had been the ready way ta, 
reform nothing at all, New wine muſt be gently poured into, 
old bottles, leſt the ſtrength of the liquor, advantaged with 
the violence of the infuſion, break the veſſel.” Fuller's 
Church-hiſtory, book vii. Cqmpare Matt. ix. 15---18. Where 
the ſame propriety is enforced by our Saviour. 


# 
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Jz=novan throughout the univerſe, were points 
at all events to be ſecured ; and were accord- 
ingly made the fundamental principles of the 
Mofaic ſyſtem of faith and practice. But a va- 
riety of - ceremonzal performances, ſuch as the 
Fews had long uſed and revered, were in all 
reaſon to be indulged to the groſs conceptions 
of a ſtubborn; ſenſual, and unenlightened race of 
men. Material impreſſions and manual ſervices 
were expedient and neceſſary to occupy the at- 
tention and engage the ſenſes of theſe rude vota- 
ries of religion. Conſidered in this light, the 
TLevitigal polity, if I miſtake not, will be found 


pregnant with intrinſic wiſdom, and the moſt 


conſummate. ſagacity :. independent of the abſo- 


lute propriety and ſuitableneſs of the ritual in- 
junktions themſelves, and of the beauty, the 
dipnity, and the benevolence of the moral code 


of Moſes, which is impreſſed with indubitable 


marks of the divinity. 
From the limit of the W of Mofes to the 


confines of the Babyloni/h captivity, the infancy 


5 of revealed religion may be computed. During 
that captivity, and onwards to the appearance 
of the Meſſal, the great teachers of the Few:/h 


nation were gradually inculcating on their coun- 
trymen a purer and. more ſublime morality, a 


more + unencumbered ſpiritual devotion. The 
utter inſignificancy of ceremonial obſervances 


in the eye of the ſupreme Being, when put in 
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competition with refined affettions, with active 
benevolence, and a holy life, were maintained in 
the moſt explicit language and with the moſt 
earneſt aſſiduity. The truly evangelical declara- 
tion of the prophet Mica was the ſubſtance of 
prophetic admonition: He hath ſhewed thee, O! 
man, what is good; and what doth the lord require 
of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God 2* And, it is moſt certain 
from the writings of their teachers and from 
hiſtoric evidence not to be diſputed, the doctrine 
of a reſurrection from the grave conſtituted an 
article ſo undiſputed in the euiſi creed, that 
a a diſbelief of it was conſidered as an enormity 
and a ſingularity, equally peculiar and remarka- 
ble with #nfidelity at this day. This period 
may be termed the youth of revelation: Chriſti- 

anity was it's manhood and maturity. The ſtu- 
pendous' doctrine of redemption from the con- 
ſequences of Adam's tranſgreffion, by the 
achievement of immortality through the medium 
of the Mzss1an; a doftrine, proclaimed, ex- 
_ emplified, and aſcertained by the life of the ſon 
of God, his ſacrifice upon the croſs, and his 
reſtoration to life on the third day, was incul- 
cated on mankind, amidſt a moſt auguſt diſplay 
of cæleſtial agency, accompanying this unex- 
ampled communication of the deity : the com- 
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pletion and concluſion, it ſhould a of all his 


on diſpenſations tothe human race. 


But, in my judgement; the ſame analogy al 
progreſſion, which I have Endeavoured to point 
out, with reſpe& to the ſchemes of revelation at 
large, are true alſo of the Chriſhap diſpenſation 
in it's ſeparate capacity: I mean, that ſome of 
the - goſpel inſtitutions © were immediately and 
ſolely calculated' for the infancy and the youth of 
it's profeſſors; and many practices“, during this 
twilight of Judai ſin and Chriſtianity, were then 
prevalent, but not obligatory even in thoſe days, 
and much leſs in a future period, on thoſe Chri/e 


tians, who had attained a more ſpiritual appre- 


henſion of their religion, and could digeſt the 


ſtrong meat of men grown 1 to * e oY the 
ftature of ChriſtT. 13 


This general idea I ſhall e to es 


by conſidering three inſtitutions, as they are 


eſteemed, of Chriſtianity: though my firſt topic , 


of diſcuſſion need not have recourſe to this hy- 


potheſis for ſupport ; having no title, J appre- 
hend, to an injufſQion, or practice, of Chr:it and 
his apoſtles. But, if it were an original appendage 
of the goſpel, this argument of progreſſive prac- 


* The apoſtles appear to have perſevered in their obſer- 
vance of the Jewiſh ritual, and to have aſſociated it, as far as 
was practicable, with Chriſtianity. This: is ſuffleiently evident 
from their hiſtory in the Aﬀts, 


+ Heb, v. 14. Eph. iv. 13. 


* 
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tical perfettion,, grounded on the exigencies of 
the primitive times, the genius of the goſpel, 
and the character of the. human mind, would 
' conſtitute alone, in nip eſtimation, a moſt pow- 
erful argument, when oppoſed by nothing bet- 
ter than mere a and preſcription. _ | 
The firſt ſu ject“, which I propoſe to [conſider 
is, The — — and propriety of public, or 
ſocial, worſhip : and I ſhall treat of it under the 
following heads of diſcuffion: | 


SECTION | * 
run PRACTICE or OUR SAVIOUR HIMSELF: 2 


F 3 1 e it is 10 by every claſs.of 85 
Chriſtians without exception, that we are bound 
to be imitators of Chriſtt; and that he left us 
an example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps . 

Upon this queſtion, our only guides are the 
evangeliſts, who have compoſed narratives, and, 
in many reſpects circumſtantial narratives, of the 

life and actions of their maſter. This is the au- 
thority, to which all believers will bow the knee : 
this is the tribunal, by which all our contro- 
verſies muſt e. a ſhall Ning forwards 


3 * The other two, A more accurate Account of Baptiſm, 
than my former treatiſe ; and, An Enquiry into the Perpe-- 
tuity of the Lord's Supper, will follow as ſoon as my avo- 
cations and inclination will permit. | 


+ 1 Cor. xi. 1. 1 1 Pet. ii. 21, 
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thoſe paſſages, ' that have any relation to this 
ſubjeR, in the order preſented to us by the goſ- 
pels - themſelves, begining with the "gone ol 
St Matthew. 

And, when Jeſus had ſent the de away, 
he went up into @ mountain apart to pray: and, 
when the evening was come, he was there alonen. 

Our Saviour had juſt been feeding, by a mira- 
culous ſupply of proviſions, five thouſand men, 
befides women and children, who were in a deſart 
place and diſtrefſed for food. Whilſt their hearts 
were expanding with gratitude to their bene- 
factor, and their ſouls wrapt in admiration of 
this ſtupendous exertion on their behalf; what a 
glorious opportunity, one would have thought, 
was then offered for ſocial wor/hip with the mul. 
titude! At leaſt all et Rodi /s, and moſt diſſen- 
ters, of our times, would have ſet about the 


Matt. xiv. 2g. compare Mark. vi. 46 and 47. 
+ Men, who have been educated in the church of England, 
will find an exerciſe for all their faith in believing the account 
of this rigorous diſcipline even among difſenters of our time; 
molt ſadly degenerated as they are in this reſpe& from the 
glorious mortifications of their anceſtors. In ſome difenting 
academies, as I am credibly informed, the day i is uſhered in 
with a prayer of half an hour, preceded or followed by a 
chapter in the Bible be it long or ſhort ; then comes the hymn 
as a finiſhing appendix to this work of devotion. Before the 
lefture in divinity, a petition is offered up, ſomething like 
one of the collect, in the church-liturgy, to him that worketh great 
marvel;; to give the tutor, I preſume, underſtanding and knowledge, 
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' pious operation with all imaginable fervour, 
and have continued their prayers, as Paul: did: 
his preaching, till midnight; intrepidly encoun- 
tering the danger of undoing all the benefit of 
the miracle, by delaying the people till returning 
hunger importunately demanded a ſecond inter- 
ference. How different from ſuch fanaticiſm 
was the condutt of the ſon of God! that: ſong 


who was admitted into the boſom of his father, 


to an intimate knowledge of the divine will and 
counſels! He, as on all other occaſions, left the 
people to the ſecret impreſſions and undiſturbed 
impulſe of their own mind: he conſigned them 
to their private meditations on that wonderful 


event, which could not fail to meliorate their 


and the pupil, patience and docility: The evening concludes wih 


a counterpart of the morning-ſervice. Beſides theſe petty di- 


urnal exercitations for ſpiritual improvement, the ſtudents | 
have private meetings, or clubs, to practiſe themſelves in the 


gift of prayer : and each takes alternately a ſeparate province z 
going through in his; courſe the routine of aſcriptions, confeſſions, 
- Jupplications, interceſſions, and every other figure of theological 
rhetoric. But all this is juſt nothing at all to the painful 
devotional performances of ſome private families which 
beggar every thing that was ever heard of in this way, ex- 
cept the perſeverance of Simeon the pillar- percher; and would 
ſuffuſe the cheek of the moſt rigid {/raelite with a conſcience 
bluſh of inferiority. My nurſing-mother does not owe me 
many obligations; and therefore I ſhould be uncandid and 
injurious indeed, if I did not bear her this teſtimony, that 
ſhe enjoins and practiſes no ceremonies in any degree fo 
abſurd and contemptible as theſe. 
ET - 


; 
| 
1 
| 


Fr ¶ 22 ee Ee ES 
— — N 3 


As 4 n —— 
=" + yo 4 es e 


— r ä | 
* 6 2 —= * 
9 7 — ach — cs — alt 2p 


— "_ 
£1 bs gar. o 
XL II Lan. * « 2 . a 


10 I Ess AY on 

hearts and influence the conduct, by that gradual 
and unconſtrained proceſs, which is conformable 
to the uniform dealings of providence with man- 
kind. In the mean time, 7efſus himſelf,” far 
from the buſtle and inſpection of this congrega- 
tion, retired to offer up his unoſtentatious devo- 
tions to that omnipreſent ſpirit, who /aw in ſecret, 
and would reward him openly. The receſſes of 
à mountain and the gloom of night furniſhed the 
ſtage and ſcenery for the interceſſions and ſup- 
plications of the holy Nazarene. His temple was 
the univerſe ; his altar the footſtool of Fehovah ; 
his incenſe, filent communication with the father; 
and his ſanctuary, his own ſpotleſs heart. 


Then cometh Jeſus with the diſciples to a place 
called Gethſemane, and faith unto them: Sit ye 
here, while I go and pray yonder. And he went 


forwards a little, about a ſtone's caſt ; and kneeled 


down and prayed®. 
| Greater horrors of approaching ſufferings, 
more exquiſite agony of apprehenſion, than our 
meek and gentle maſter ſuffered at this criſis, 


never agitated the breaſt of man, According to 


the prevalent notions. of prayer and devotion in 
after times, no occaſion could call more loudly 
for ſympathiſing and ſocial ejaculations, than 


this before us. In the ſeaſons of diſtreſs, under 


Matt. xxvi. 36. Mark xiv. 32, Luke xxii, 41, 
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the preſſure of diſeaſe, and with the proſpe@' of 
diſſolution, the officious papiſt intrudes himſelf, 
like death, called or uncalled“, into the retire- 
ments of the ſufferer, and inflicts upon him the 
conſolations of religion. In the ſame ſpirit, our 
proteſtant papiſts aſſiſt their votary in making his 
peace with that Being, who delights in a willing 
ſervice, and has no where promiſed his rewards 

to any profeſſions of love and gratitude at ſuch a 
juncture; but will weigh Dis1NTERESTED Ac- 
T1ON only in the balance. I was hungry, and ye 
gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
drinkt. No one for ſaying, Lord ! Lord ! ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he, that 
doeth the will of my father, which is in heaven. 


To the ſame purpoſe, in juſtification of private 
prayer and in diſcouragement of ſocial worſhip, 
are the following paſſages of the life of 7eſus. 

And he withdrew * into the wilderneſs, 
and prayedF$. 

And it came to paſs in thoſe days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray ; and continued all 
night in prayer to God. 2 

And it came to paſs, as he was alone praying, 
has NPs were with him 9. 


9 8 et non N audit. Hor. 
+ Matt. xxv. 35, 1 Matt, vii. 21. 
Luke v. 16. ] vi. 142. (*) ix. 18. 


n Ds 
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This laſt ſcripture appears to me peculiarly 
pertinent, and to deſerve a minute attention. 
Our Lord was detached from the multitude ; 
whoſe tumultuous murmurs indeed, or rude im- 
portunities, or unharmoniſing humours*, might 
have broken in upon the tranquility and de- 
corum of united worſhip : but his diſciples were 
with him; and their ſociety: furniſhed a moſt 
commodious junQure for ſpiritual improvement, 
by exerciſing the gift of prayer and refining the 


devotional taſte forſooth! either in a free effuſton, 
or a preconcerted form; as the ſentiments of theſe. 


worſhippers might lead them either to a coinci- 
dence with the practice of our ęſtabliſiment, or 
that of he diſſenters from it. But obſerve, 
reader! the reſult; and conſider with thyſelf, 
whether the example be not worthy of imita- 
tion: Oux Lord chooſes to pray ALONE, at 
ſome little diſtance, it ſhould ſeem, at the ſpace 


of a ſtone's throw perhaps, from his friends and 


favourites! This Saviour of the world had no 
reliſh for public prayer | Whereas our modern 
devotees would regard a brother, who ſhould 

prefer a ſtill communion with God and his own 
heart, to the vociferation and grimace of their 


ſocial worſhip, as one, who degraded the charac- 


ter and name of Chriſtian. They would diſcard 


* - - - - - varius fremor, aut fludia in contraria rapti 


Diſſenſus, ut plebe ſolet, _ STAT. 


him without ſcruple, as an infeQious and peſti- 
lential heretic, from their ſociety; he would be 
unto them as a heathen and a publican. The he- 
reſy, however, of this outcaſt, with ſuch autho- 
rities to give it countenance, is preferable, in 
my eſtimation, to the whole medley of vain bab- 
blings and noiſy ſhew and frantic geſtures and 
| ſolemn viſages of ul the er cn 2— 
| in the univerſe. | 4 

Nor would there be any difficulty. in pb 
out many other ſeaſons in the life of Jeſus, as 
recorded by our evangeliſts, in which ſocial prayer 
might have been reaſonably expected, and in 
after ages would certainly have been prattiſed, 
with more or leſs mercy, according to the com- 
plexion of the times, upon the ſuffering afſem- 
bly. But you will ſay, This is preſumption and 
hypotheſis? True: and, if this preſumption and 
hypotheſis were accompanied by no arguments, 
direct, explicit, and not to be eluded, ſuch in- 
ferences might be regarded as mere conjecture, 
of no efficacy in the preſent queſtion. - Give me 
now in return any thing beſides mere gratuitous 
fancy and ſuperſtitious practice give me but 
ONE SINGLE POSITIVE PROOF of the exiſtence 
of ſocial worſhip among cur1sT and his Aros- 
TLES and I retire with\ſhame from the field 
of conteſt, and reſign the victory. Is it poſſible 
for =; diſpute to be ſubmitted to a more equita- 
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ble iſſue“, than this before us? Will ye follow 
cuſt n, or ſcripture ? your prieſts, or Chriſt ? I 
ſay in the language of the 7/raelites to their bre- 
thren: Conſider of it, and ſpeak your minds, 

John in the xviith chapter of his goſpel, has 
* us a longer prayer of Jeſus to his father; 
but no mention is made of any invitation to his 
apoſtles to join, or aft, him in theſe devo- 
tions. And our hiſtorian, his favourite diſciple, 
ſo intimately acquainted with the manners and 
ſentiments and diſcourſes of his divine maſter, 
has left not even the ſlighteſt memorial reſpect- 
ing him, that I can diſcover, which will juſtify 
any follower of 7eſus in the continuance of 
united devotions, either in a family or a congre- 
gation. No; this practice ſeems to be a part of 
that hay and ſtubble, which has been laid on the 
foundation of Chriſtianity by officious zealots, to 
be deſtroyed by fire. 

We are told in various lo by the goſpel- 
writers, that our Lord frequented the Fewi/h 
ſynagogues, wherever he came; that he was a 
conſtant attendant in the temple, when at Je- 
ruſalem ; that he went into private families on 

many occaſions; and in all theſe inſtances, not 


* Define quapropttr, novitate exterritus ipſd, 
Deſpuere ex animo rationem : ſed magis acri 
Judicis perpende ; et, fi tibi vera videtur, 
Dede manus ; aut, fi fa fo et, accingere contra. 

Luckzrius. 
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to pray, (obſerve that, reader I) but for the ſole 
purpoſe of promoting, by incidental admonition 
and pious leſſons, the ſubſtantial improvement of 
his hearers, in the knowledge and practice of 
genuine ſpiritual benevolent religion; a religion, 
not conſiſting of outward: exhibitions, but of in- 
ward influence ;; not on the honour of the lips, 
but the aſpirations of the heart; not in the vain 
oblations of ceremonial homage, but in the ſacri- 
fice of the woLE MAN, body and ſpirit, on the 
altar of the divine will; a religion, conſiſting, in 
ſhort, of a complete dedication of our thoughts, 
faculties, and actions, through every moment of 
exiſtence, to Gop's sSRVICE. Ves: the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation was accuſtomed both to 
walk, and teach, and heal the fick, and diſpute, 
and preach the goſpel®, but never yxayzD, in the 
temple. We are told of his inſtructions and ad- 
monitions in their ſynagogues and houſest, but not 
a ſyllable of joint prayer, or ſocial worſhip. —And 
what ſhall we ſay to theſe things? Is it poſſible, 
that realities of this important nature could have 
eſcaped the obſervation of theſe eye-witneſſes of 
the life and ations. of our Saviour; theſe con- 
ſtant companions of his journeys, of his public 
appearances, and his retirements? — on the 


w Matt, xxi. 14> Mark x1. 27. Joke ii. 46. XIX, XX, 1. 
xxi. g. : 

+, Matt. iv. 2g. ix. 35. A111 3, 4. Mark iii. 1. * 
15, 16. x. 39. and many other paſſages in all the goſpels. 
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other hand, is it probable, that the evangel:/ts 
ſhould decline recording ſuch uſages of their 
maſter for our benefit? Or can any other ſup- 
poſition be deviſed to extricate the patron of 
ſocial worſhip from this embarraſſing dilemma ? 


His cauſe demands a more ſucceſsful inveſtiga- 


tion, a more fertile per and a ere _ 
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OF THE PRECEPTS oF oux SAVIOUR., 


7 meet inc let us take a Wan | 
precepts of our Lord, relating to this ſubjeR : 
which may be ranked under two heads. 1. Such 
as directly and literally prove public worſhip to be 
unauthoriſed by ' Chriſtianity, and inconſiſtent 
with it: and 2. Such as by inevitable eee 


W and condemn this practice. 


1. We will exhibit the * evidences ws 
this point. 

And, when thou OY be not as the ERR y 
for they love io pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, 
and in the corners of the ſtreets, that they may be 


ſeen by men : verily I ſay unto you, they have their 


reward. But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into 
thy cloſet ; and, when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray 
to thy father, who is in ſecret ; and thy father, 
who  feeth i in ſecret, wall reward thee openty*. 


+ Ws oe 
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10 the lover of truth, who wiſhes to adjuſt his 
conduct by the ſtandard of the goſpel, this em- 
phatic paſſage will appear of ineſtimable value, 
and indiſputable as demonſtration. The whole 
weight of the queſtion might be ſecurely reſted 
on this adamantine pillar: and we may defy 
either the ſubtleties of argument to undermine 
it's baſe, or the force of evidence to throw it 
down. Our divine maſter is here introduced 
as directing his diſciples, in the cleareſt and moſt 
unequivocal declaration, that language can con- 
vey, upon the very point of duty, that occupies 
our enquiries. What exception can be Ms cer 
to teſtimony like this? LT 

Even the uſe of ſolitary prayer in the ſynagogue 
or any public aſſembly of men, is not obſcurely 
diſapproved by this text ; becauſe the reaſon of 
diſapprobation, here alledged againſt thoſe Fewi/k 
hypocrites, is inſeparable from the circumſtances 
of the caſe: ſuch a mode of prayer muſt 4A1- 
ways of neceſſity carry an appearance of oſtenta- 
tion with it. And more notoriouſly muſt this 
effect take place, in the devotions of ſocial wor- 
ſhippers. But, if inferences drawn from the 
former verſe of this quotation be liable to diſ- 

pute, the injunttions of the latter at Jeaſt admit 
of no evaſion : they are univerſally intelligible, 
and irreſiſtibly convincing. The witneſs of our 
prayers, according to the command of our great 
inſtructor, is not to be the congregation of Chriſ= 

D 


18 AN ESSAY ON 


tians, but the inviſible father of mankind, ' The 

theatre of our devotions muſt not be the chapel, 
the church, or the cathedral; tumultuous with 
the buſy hum of men: but the ſecrecy and filence 
of the cloſet. It is not, Jeſus tells us, the duty 
of an humble Chriſtian, by ringing his bell or 
blowing his horn, to invite multitudes of ſpeQa- 
tors to ſtimulate the fervour and to teſtify the 
patience of his devotions; ke is not expected to 
ſhew bis homage to the ruler of the univerſe, as 
we pay our reſpe@ to earthly potentates, in 
crouds and pomp and tumult :>—we muſt ſhut the 
door even of our cloſet, that no eye, ſo much as 
of our own houſhold, may obtrude upon the 
tranquility of our meditations, and no vanity be 
gratified by the curious obſervance of an admiring 
brother. Our concern is with God only. Let 
his inſpe&ion be our applauſe; and our recom. 
pence, his apptobation. The features of reſig- 
nation, unſeen by man, will be faithfully marked 
by his eye: the ſecret whiſper, the retired figh, 
unheard in the congregation, will vibrate on his 
ear, and be regiſtered in the volume of his re- 
membrance, to teſtify in our favour before men 
and angels, when the formalities and fopperies of 
ceremontal wor/hip are ſwept into oblivion. 


 Feſus faith unto her: Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Feruſalem, worſhip the father. 
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: But the hour cometh and now is, when the true 
+ worſhippers ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit and 
in truth: for the father ſecketh ſuch to worſhip 
him. God is à ſpirit; and they, that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth*, 
If we attend merely to the literal acceptation 
of the former verſe, it muſt be allowed that the 
two temples of the Fews and Samaritans were alone 
intended by our Saviour : but, when the latter 
verſe alſo is taken into conſideration, the aboli- 
tion of all temple worſhip, that is, of all public 
devotion, and, by fair inferetice, every ſpecies of 
ceremonial religion, is ſpoken of, as deſigned to 
take place at ſome period not long ſubſequent to 
the time of this conference with the woman of 
Samaria. God was providing for himſelf, under 
the new diſpenſation of the Meſh, a collection 
of wor ſhippers better ſuited to the ſpirituality of 
his own nature, than the Jews or the Samaritans ; 
of whom the latter are cenfured as miſtaken in 
their pretenſions, and the former as ſcrupulouſly 
occupied in the ſuperſtitious diſcharge f 
borious and multifarious ceremonial. In oppo- 
fition to the Samaritans, the affections of the 
new ſubjefts of Fehovah were to be fixed on a 
true object, exhibited in his proper charatter, as 
the univerſal benevolent parent of mankind : and 
again, in oppoſition to the Fews, the diſciples of 


* John iv. 21, 23, 24. 
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Jeſus were to transfer their homage from the 
forms and ſhadows of godlineſs to the ſubſtance ; 
from external offices to inward piety; from pu- 
rifications by water, and ſacrifices, and oblatians, 
to a rational and mental devotion—to the uni- 
form conſecration of the thoughts and affeftions, 
the heart and ſoul, to the will of it's creator, 
This is the worſhip, which is moſt acceptable to 
God; and this muſt be paid, to the relinquiſh- 
ment of every other, by thoſe, who wiſh to ac- 
compliſh our Saviour's prediction, and to be- 
come the TRUE WORSHIPPERS of the father. 
From this emphatical declaration of our maſ- 
ter, than which nothing more deciſive upon 
the preſent argument can be ae, I 55 on 
to the conſideration of 
2. The indirect evidence upon this quiction....: 
In reference to the manner, in which public 
worſhip i is conducted among many ſects of Chr:i/- 
tzans, the following aſſertion of our lord concern- 
ing the eaſineſs of his eisen, is * no means 
inapplicable; _ 5 
y yohe is eaſy, and my FW wy 7s, Ager. | | 
Every man muſt be left to his own emen 
but, for myſelf, I feel no difficulty in acknow- 
ledging, that the length and frequency of family 
and public devotions with ſome denominations, and 
particularly the majority of the diſſenters, would 


Matt. xi. go. 
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be to me a moſt irkfome ſlavery, an intolerable 
burden, With diſpoſitions as ſerious, with a love 
of virtue as ardent, with a faith as ſincere, as 
adtuates any devotee in Chriſtendom, I yawned at 
long prayers in my childhood,” I, ſlumbered over 
them in my maturer years: happy that I was not 
born a ſon of the c:rcumc: fron, nor a 1 of 
the mother of the ſaints, _ 

Now can theſe practices be at all conforma- 
ble to the genius of Chriſtianity, that introduce 
the incumbrances of Judaiſm and Popery again? 
What then is become of the ſpiritual worſhip of 
the goſpel; and where is that liberty, with which 
Chriſt hath made us free, if we muſt entangle our- 
ſelves once more with a yoke of bondage? Gene- 
rally ſpeaking, what is conducive to the religious 
welfare of one deſcription of men, would be 
equally beneficial to another: but the buſineſs 
of human life muſt be ſuſpended, and the world 
would languiſh in ſupineneſs, and relapſe to 
barbariſm, if that portion of time were deduted 
from uſeful occupations and honourable purſuits, 
which ſome of the clerical fraternity and other 
members of our cathedrals (ome, I ſay ; for much 
the greater part diſpenſe with theſe formalities) 
miſemploy in going backwards and forwards three 
times a day to public worſhip. Envious indeed 
muſt that man be, who can grudge the labouring 


dl. v. 1. 
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clergy, as the humility of their brother Dr. Hor/ley 
ſtyles them, the little emoluments of their ſta- 
tions, accompanied by ſuch mortification and 
ps ood as this. In them is that ſaying true: 

One (the e foweth ; and another {the RECs 


TOR) * 


But T fay unto you, that in this place is one 
greater than the temple. | 
The ſon of man is Lord even of the ſabbath 4% 


Slender muſt his acquaintance be with the 


writings of the New Teſtament, who has not ob- 


ſerved the indire& and incidental manner, in 
which our Lord delivers ſome of his moſt im- 
portant precepts; leaving his ſuggeſtions to their 
uninfluenced impreffions on the docility of his 
hearers, He made his appeal to the candid, and 
teachable, and undepraved mind; never earneſt 


in foliciting the notice of men whoſe immoral 


lives, or untoward diſpoſitions, difallowed an un- 
biaſſed contemplation of the truth. Whoſo hath 
ears to hear, let him hear. Now, from an atten- 
tion to this ſtriking peculiarity of our divine 
preceptor, we may reaſonably conclude, that the 
paſſages above quoted, convey a tacit intimation 
of his intentions alſo; and were deſigned, not 
only to aſſure us of the ſuperiority of the Chriſtian 
revelation to the Few/h ritual, but to intimate 


John iv. 37. + Matt. xii. 6, 8, 
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the utter inſignificance of the temple and the ſab- 


bath under the diſpenſation of the goſpel ; to 


pronounce the entire diſperſion of temple rites, 


and /a»bat:cal inſtitutions, by the bright preſence 
and energetic influence of Chriſtzanity, like miſts 
before the ſun. All things are become new in 


Chrift* ; ſo that the lemple and it's ſervices, the 


ſabbath and it's ſocial wor/hrp, are now no more: 
they are annihilated by the captain of our ſalva- 
tion, who hath reſcued us from this bondage of 
corruption into the . liberty the ſons of 
God x. 


Alaſs for you, ſcribes and phariſees, hypo- 
crites for ye devour widows* houſes, and for a 
pretence make long prayers: therefore ye ſhall 
receive the greater puniſhment 1. 

This expoſtulation does not neceſſarily in- 
volve, we "own, an abſolute cenſure of theſe long 
prayers of the phariſees, here ſpecified : but, if 
we reflect on other parts of the conduct of our 
Lord, if we obſerve the fhort formulary, which 
he himſelf laid down as the ſtandard of our de- 
votions, and the brevity with which he urged his 
own petition, in a moſt agoniſing moment, Fa- 


ther ! if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me 


if we take, I ſay, all theſe conſiderations into 
our account, it muſt be thought highly probable 


* 2 Cor. v. 17. f Rom. viii. 21, f Matt, xxiii. 14. 
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oveh Mm eis paſſage, that our Lord AAbded 
to expreſs his diſapprobation of LONG PRAYERS. 
But-this concluſion becomes ſtill more reaſona- 
ble, when we obſerve alſo, how, in a former diſ- 
courſe to his diſciples, he cautioned them not to 
uſe vain repetitions in their prayers after the man- 
ner of the heathen ; and at the ſame time reflect, 
that long prayers are ſcarcely practicable without 
ſome of that idle and babbling tautology ſo ex- 
plicitly forbidden. What, fot inſtance, can fly 
more direAly in the face of this prohibition, than 

the Liturgy of the church of England? The 

Lord's prayer is repeated with ſuch inceſſant vo- 
lubility, that neither prieſt nor people can poſſi- 
bly ſummon their faculties to a diſtin& appre- 
henſion of each petition at every revolution; not 
to mention, how often it is gabbled over in a 
manner unſpeakably offenſive to every hearer, 
who has not loſt, through theſe ſhocking habits, 
a proper ſenſe of that awful veneration, with 
which a defenceleſs dependent creature ſhould 
approach the footſtool of omnipotence. If a 
ſtranger, unaccuſtomed to ſuch a form of wor- 


ſhip, ſhould enter the church during a repetition 


of the prayer in queſtion, were he verſed in claſſic 
letters, he would fancy himſelf tranſported to 
ſome heathen temple, where the enthuſiaſtic vo- 
taries were celebrating the orgies of the deity : 

or, if Hebrew learning had been his favourite 
purſuit, his imagination would inſtantly convey 
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him to Sumaria, amidſt the. vociferations of the 
four hundred and fifty prophets; O Baal, hear 
us! O Baal, hear us Some other repetitions 
of the Liturgy, as the Gloria Patri for example, 
however judicious and ſeripturul it may be in it- 
ſelf, is a moſt ſhameful violation of our Lord's 
direction; a direction, no more regarded in theſe 
' inſtances, ' than a command of Malomet, or a 
maxim of Confucius. { 0. bas on euvnen 
learned CHrit 1210 0965 10 
More paſſages of ſerlpeme TOR be brought | 
with great propriety in eſtabliſhment of the pro- 
poſition now before us; but is it requiſite to 
dwell with ſo much ſcruple on leſs obvious 
arguments, when others have been adduced, fo 
pointed, unequivocal, and 'pertinent ? Nor, on 
the other hand, are the objections, which may be 
advanced in oppoſition to the general conelu- 
fron of ſuch; a magnitude as to render a long diſ- 
cuſſion neceſſary. What texts appear to me not 
unlikely to be eſteemed unfavourable to my con- 
ati e now 1805 e to ar Aer. | 


: £ 


SECTION . 


orerions CONSIDERED. 


4 


Taz addreſs i in the Lord's ans; OUR father, 
and not my father, may ſeem to imply a ſociety of 
worſhippers, uniting in the petitions of that for- 
mulary of devotion. But this argument will 

E 
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appear of no weight, if we reflect, that the capi- 
tal precept of Chriſtianity is UNIVERSAL BEN E- 
volEN CE; and that the whole tenour and ſpirit 
of this religion, in which there is neither Few nor 
Greek, bond nor free, no diſtinction of ſe, na- 
tion or proſeſſion, before God, —inculcates an 
idea of the perfect equality of all mankind, as 
the offspring of one common parent, and labours 
to inſpire us with a ſympathetic intereſt in the 
welfare of each other. How then can a pro- 
feſſor of this diſintereſted comprehenſiue ſyſtem, 
expreſsly commanded, as he is, to lool not on his 
own, things only, but on the things of others* ;— 
the ſum and ſubſtance of whoſe religion is, 0 
dove his neighbour as himſelf t ;—how: ſhall ſuch a 
man, I ſay, under theſe: circumſtances, offer up 
even his private devotions but as one amongſt 
many children in the family of the father of the 
univerſe? This worſhipper, under the influence 
of the expanded philanthropy of the goſpel, aſ- 
ſociated with all his actions and invigorating 
every emotion of his ſoul; this worſhipper, I 
ſay, ſhut up indeed as to the body in a cloſet, 
but expatiating in idea among all the families of 
the earth ; will habitually cry out, not My fa- 
ther, but our father! not my God, at OUR 
God / 

. Another objeAion may poſſibly b be ited, from 
Matt. xviii. 20. 


» Phil, fl. 4. + Matt, xxii. 9 


PUBLIC WORSHIP. 27 
For, \ where two or three ure gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midſt 'of them. 
But, let me aſk, can two or three be aſſembled 
in the name of God, that is, I preſume, to pro- 
mote his glory and the purpoſes of providence, 
on no other occaſion but that of public wor ſhip ? 
Is human happineſs, the grand object of the di- 
vine adminiſtration, . to be promoted no where 
but in a church or chapel; and by no means, but 
the united noiſes of a parſon, and his clerk; and 
the congregation ? Suppoſe now, for example, 
there ſhould exiſt in any country, a ling, totally 
unconcerned for the real honour and welfare of 
his people, ſolely occupied in gratifying his on 
humours and aggrandiſing himſelf and family, 
whilſt his ſubjects are ſinking beneath the preſſure 
of accumulated burdens ;—ſuppoſe alſo, that 
this king is encompaſſed by favourites, inſolent 
arbitrary and unfeeling, and guided by miniſters, 
whoſe public lives are one uniform ſeries of 
practical political depravity : in this caſe, ſhould 
any number of people-meet in conſultation upon 
the means of redreſſing theſe grievances, and 
Ropping#this career of wickedneſs; — will any 
man venture to aſſert, that ſuch patriots are not 
as effectually and truly aſſembled in the name of 
that God, who has appointed governours only for 
the oO of the governed; as any congregation 


7 Rom. xiii. 4. , 
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whatever can be for the On: of public wor- 
Jhup ? I think not. 

I might quote too Luke iii. 21. Jeſus alſo 
being baptiſed and praying: but this paſſage, and 
whatever others there may be at all reſembling 
it, would be interpreted as infering foetal prayer, 
rather than private and mental, without any pre- 
tence imaginable. Beſides, ſhould this, or any 

parallel text, which I may have either undefign= 
edly overlooked, or diſregarded as unimportant, 
appear to the reader of conſequence in the pre- 
ſent queſtion; he will do well in turn to conſi- 
der the evidences on the other ſide, and to ba- 
lance his ſuſpicions againſt the direct and plain 
authorities, which have been before exhibited : 
and decide accordingly. 04151 


1 now, after this detail, I reaſonably ap- 
peal to the patrons of ſocial worſhip to decide, 
whether this practice be indeed ſufficiently au- 
thoriſed by the mere ſilence of the ſcriptures ? 
Whether a duty of ſuch magnitude would have 
been left to the di/cretzon of mankind, and ap- 
Pear in the world only as a mere political inſti- 

_ tution, not eſſentially connected with Chriſtianity, 
nor enjoined by it? Ves; if this uſage be in 
truth ſo very conducive, as it is thought, to the 
intereſts of religion, and ſo inſeparable an ap- 
pendage of it, I ſhould be glad, if any advocate 

could aſſign me a reaſon tolerably ſatisfaQory, 
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why our Saviour: ſhould' omit a rostrtvE in. 
JUNCTION of this great duty, or preſeribe na re- 
gulations for the condutt of it? This provifion on 
his part would certainly have contributed in a 
moſt eminent manner to the peace and welfare of 
the church : for the ſchiſms, which have flowed in 
upon ſociety from this ſource, abundantly demon- 
ſtrate the wiſdom of ſome deciſive directions from 
the founder of our faith for the guidance of his 
followers. Our awn hiſtory alone can inform us 
of the lives, which have been borne away, and the 
comforts, that have been deſolated, by this Over 
whelming inundation. Diſſenſion and animoſity 
are to this hour the legitimate and thriving pra- 
geny of the ſame proliſic parent. Ignorance, 
imagination and caprice, give full ſcope to all 
their obliquities, for want of ſome acknowledged 
ſtandard, to which their fancies might be refered. 
Not only the fublance itſelf, but modes and forms 
have been made the ſubje& of controverſy, ran- 
cour, and ſeparation. One prefers the white linen 
veſtment, as emblematical, perhaps, of the righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſaints“, in the celebration of 
public worſhip : another regards a ſurplice with 
as much complacency and affectiont, as a. Jew, 
or Monetary a herd of os ad 1 21 


112 „ Revel xix. 8 
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ences of ſentiment in theſe external appendages 
might be eaſily pointed out, were we diſpoſed to 
mix ridicule with ſo grave a ſubje&@; for 1 
would defy the moſt philoſophic gravity of face 
to withhold a ſmile at the recital of ſuch ſolemn 
puerilities, unleſs the fentiments of philanthropic 
commiſeration for the weakneſſes of poor human 
nature, and the pang of ſorrow at this degrada- 
tion of his ſpecies, ſhould overpower the propen- 
ſity to merriment, and diffolve in tears. —Again ; 
this Te is zealous for ftated forms of prayer, 
adapted to any people, to every place and to all 
emergencies; as moſt becoming that decorum 
and preparation, with which a worm ſhould ap- 
proach the throne of the almighty : tis prefers an 
extemporaneous effuſion, as beſt conſulting the 
unreſtrained operations of the ſpirit. But un- 
fortunately, in this latter caſe, the effect is not 
ſo correſpondent to the nature of the expected 
viſitant, as to the faculties of the exhibitioner: 
hence the hearer, in many inſtances, is left at the 
mercy of a ſtammering, injudicious, aud un- 
learned orator; and not unfrequently, what 
ſhould be the language, if not of inſpiration, at 
leaſt of truth and /oberneſs, proves little better 
than devout blaſphemy in the name of the Lord. 
A third differs equally from both theſe deſcrip- 
tions of ſocial devotees, and awaits in reverential 
taciturnity the ſudden and ſpontaneous illapſes 
of cæleſtial illumination; and, with no Jes oſten- 
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tation than his neighbours, and more abſurdity, 
groans, and ſwells, and quakes, and prays, as the 
ſhirit gives him utterance. Oh! for a text of 
union to cement theſe diſcordant materials into 
one indiſſoluble maſs; and incorporate in the 
ſame ſpiritual edifice of unanimity and love, the 
epiſcopalian, the non-conformiſt, and the quaker ! 
For want of ſuch an attractive principle to coun- 
teract the fugitive propenſity of theſe reluttant 
bodies, no banquet ever exhibited more - dif. 
cordancy of taſte even in We moſt Caprieious 
ee 1 | \ 8G 

©. One'likes the OPT s wing, and one the leg ; 
Tb vulgar boil, the learned roaſt, an egg: 


Hard taſk to hit the palate of ſuch gueſts ! 
_ When Oldfield loves, what Dartineuf detgſit. 


gf FEY BI ge he © I | ; 
en 2 0 PRACTICE OF THE APOSTLES. 


N. 0 3. 8 we turn our attention to the prac- 
tice of the apoſtles, will the ſcriptures furniſh 
any information, in my opinion, ſufficient to au- 
thoriſe, the cuſtom of public worſhip, in oppoſi- 
tion to the conduti and directions of our Sa- 
viour, who alone is the maſter and guide“ of 
Chriſtians. All that my reſearches have been 


f 


7) ' + * Matt, xxiii, 8 and 10, 
Tu pater, et rerum enventar | tu Patria nobis 
Suppeditas præcepta. Luckkr. 
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able to diſcover relative to this ſubjeR, is either 


wholly conſiſte nt vith private worſhip, or from 


the peculiarity of it's circumſtances, or it's diſſi- 


milarity to what is now called ſocial worſhip, 
cannot with any cogency, or ſhew of reaſon, be 


pfteſſed into the n the yy * I am 


combating. x | SY 
We are told by 1 Luke?, that the apoſties were 
aun in the temple, praiſing and _ 
God. If each man vent, like the pharifee and 
the publican in the parable, to make his ſeparate 
oblation of praiſe and gratitude, and even of 
prayer, which yet is not mentioned: what has 
this to do with the public worſhip of our days? 
The apoſtles prayed at the election of a new 
aſſociate in the room of Judas f. Will an ad- 
dreſs to the ſupreme Being, at ſo extraordinary 
a jundture, of half a minute long, be deemed by 
any man an adequate authority for the eſtabliſh. 
ment of ſocial Prayer, perpetually recuring, on no 


Harticulur urgenty of occaſion, and long enough 


to tire the moſt unrelenting patience? Indeed, 
the fall is, you ſee nothing at ſuch places, with 
a few exceptions, but lolling, and gaping, and 
ſtretching, and ſleeping, and every additional 
ſymptom of 'wearineſs, independent of bowings 
and greetings and falutations, even among other- 
wiſe reſpectable and virtuous people: a clear 
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demonſtration in my mind, that ſuch an uſage is 
by no means calculated for at leaſt the generality 
of. mankind; And it is a moſt pleaſing conſidera- 
tion to the lover of the goſpel, that this rule of 
life preſcribes no practices, but what experience 
and philoſophy. unite in proving to be both ſaly- 
tary in themſelves and conſonant to the unde- - 
praved character of the mind of man.—But we 
are, perhaps, too liberal in our conceffions upon 
the paſſage of ſcripture above quoted. It is no 
abſurd: ſuppoſition, and one abundantly defenſi- 
ble from other writers, that the evangelical hiſto- 
rian means only to ſtate the general ſentiments of 
the apoſtles at that time, and the purport of the 
prayer, FW they NI nn to Th | 
almighty. - h 
The lame obſervations are bende 4 
reſerve to the other inſtances ſpecified below. 
My ideas do not at all interfere with expreſſions 
of praiſe and gratitude in any circumſtances, 
when the occaſion may call them forth; but what 
has this to do with ſocial. worſhip at church or 
chapel ? The apoſtles, in all probability, prayed, 
for the moſt part, in private, after the example 
and direction of their maſterf; and had no cuſ- 
tom at all ſimilar to modern prayer in a crouded | 
congregation, When they went into the ſyna- 


Ads ii. 42. iii. 1. iv. 24. vi. 6. X. 2. xiii. g. 
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gogues, they acted in conformity to the eſta- 
bliſhed uſage of their countrymen: they read 
and expounded the ſcriptures, they taught the peo - 
ple, and diſputed with the ſcrihes“. Excellent 
edifying practices! and every man, who takes 
upon himſelf the name of Chriſt, and profeſſes 
obedience to the laws of the goſpel, ſhould have 
the reſolution and uprightneſs to forſake his 
blind guides to follow the | apoſtles; thoſe more 
perfect examples of Chriſtian diſcipline and doc- 
trine. How ſhall: we otherwiſe eſcape the ap- 
plication of that awful and pertinent appeal? 
Why call ye me Lord Lord ! and do not the 
things, which £ api ic itt; ot 

But, granting, for the ſake of argument, that 
public worſhip, like our's at this day, was cuſto- 
mary among the apoſtles ; would this be a ſuffi- 
cient authority for us, without the example and 
againſt the injunctions of their maſter? What 
might be very proper in the :nfancy of the goſpel, 
may be in no wiſe neceſſary at a more advanced 
period of Chiriſtianiiy. Who does not know, 
how frequently even the apoſtles were reproved 
for their groſs and inadequate apprehenſions of 
the nature of the Meſſiah and the quality of his 
diſpenſation ? Who has not read, that faſting . 
and eee e $, and all the ceremonies of the 


Luke iv. 16, 17. Acts ix. 20, xiii. 5, 14, 15, 24. XIV, i. 
XVii. 1, 2. xviii. 4. : 


+ Luke vi. 46. Acts x. 30. xiii. 2, g. &{ Aﬀsxvig, 
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Fewiſh ritual were continued by the: apoſtles, 
whilſt the temple ſtood ? But have our advocates 
for ſocial worſhip any inclination to be c1xcuM- 
cis ED And is 'FASTING en W 
of their religion? Hg: non % At 
I do not pretend to very Cariefabiiony en 
ance upon the ſubjett of euiſſi de rotion, and 
therefore, if wrong, will gladly accept of more 
accurate information; but I find no cireum- 
ſtances in the ſcripture concerning this people, 
that wear any aſpect of public worſhip, as ue con 
duct it; nor yet from an attendance at their 
ſynagogues in this country. The object of the 
Jeus in their aſſemblies, ſeems to be, merely to 
recite the ſcriptures in the way of praiſe and 
thankſgiving“, and to ſing -hymns, after the 
cuſtom of the firſt Chriſtians, mentioned by Pliny 
in his epiſtles, in honour of the ſupreme Being. 
When the high prieſt makes a prayer, it is to 
himſel ,: the congregation neither hear him, nor 
ſeem deſirous of hearing him, nor at all diſpoſed 
to join in his petitions. As far as I can judge, 
the prayer is ſimilar to that mentioned in Num. 
x. 35. and correſpondent. ta the bleſſing in the 
church of England, pronounced by the biſhop, if 
preſent, or, in his abſence, by the prigf> which 
ſeems liable to no exception. | 
»vIk is e re with my avocations, nar 
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indeed neceſſary in itfelf, or I might point out 
the grofs improprieties, and even wickedneſs, 


which mixes itſelf in our public forms of devo- 
tion, and in the celebration of divine worſhip 
among moſt, if not all, denominations: of Chri- 
tians. The language of true evangelical reſig- 
nation ſhould ever be modelled by the ſtandard 
of our Saviour's own words, with reſpect to all 
the future events of life; Nevertheleſs, O] father! 
not my will, but thine be done ! Whereas modern 
ſupplicants enter upon a long enumeration of all 
their wants with the utmoſt famiharity, and im- 
plore favours utterly inconſiſtent with that ſtate 
of trial, in which men are placed: as if the ſu- 
preme Being were not acquainted with the pro- 
per means of our real happineſs, or knew not 
our wants, before we utter them. Ho infinitely 
preferable to the teazing verboſity of the ſup- 
plicants of theſe days is the compendious ejacu- 
lation of the contrite publican! God be merciful 
to me a ſinner ! Nay, had I no other alternative, 
give me heatheniſh devotion in preference to ſuch 
Chriſtian ſuperſtition as their's: 

Zeu faceu, Ti juev cc wa EVNOPLEVOLG eu leo 

Au. dio Te de deve l evxopevor arareberw. . 

Aſe d or unaſt d give good, almighty king 

And ill, unknowingly implor d, avert. | 
Where is the paſſage of ſcripture, which 3 | 
me authority to pray for health, (to ſingle out this 
inſtance from among others) in that unqualified 
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manner, with which ſuch petitions are often urged 
on the ear of the Almighty ? Sickneſs, for any 
thing that 1 can foreſee, may prove ultimately 
the greateſt of bleſſings, by exerciſing and refi- 
ning the moſt important affections of che heart: 
and health may not improbably iſſue in the ruin 
of my happineſs. Let us be contented to eonſign 
the adminiſtration of the univerſe to the head and 
hand, which have the wiſdom to contrive, and 
the ſtrength to execute, all their gracious pur- 
poſes to every part of their creatoin. The Lord 
reignet : let the people tremble*.. Be not raſh 
with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty to 
utter any thing: before God : for God is in heaven, 
eee earth : e let thy words be 
ON DATE WIEN 4 
1 CONCLUSION. | 
„nur mal we ſay to theſe things? And 
what is out. general concluſion from them? If 
we heſitate, let us liſten to the voice of our beſt 
inſtructor; and preſs his words again and again 
on our meditation: The hour cometh, when-ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Feruſalen, 
worſhip the father. The true worſluppers ſhall 
worſhip the father in ſpirit: and in truth ; for the 
| father ſeeketh | ſuch to worſhip him. All forms, 
all ceremonies; all external obſervances of reli- 


* Pſalm xcix. 1. Eccleſ. v. 2. John iv. 21, 2g. 
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gion whatever —all oſtentatious exhibitions of 
piety and devotion, appear not only irrecon- 
cileable to the true character of Chyviſtianity, but 
are immediately calculated to counteradt it's 
genuine effects. For theſe viſible and material 
ſervices have a tendency, inſeparable from their 
nature, and extremely operative on feeble minds, 
to transfer devotion to mere ſemblances from 
the life and heart; to inculcate a perſuaſion, 
never to be done away, whilſt humanity is un- 
changed, that outward performances may atone 

for immorality; that ſomething, beſides inward 
holineſs and active benevolence, can recommend 
us to the favour of that God, who looketh not 
on the outward appearance, but on the heart*. 
Such Chriſtians are but Iſraelites ſtill with a 
mere change of name: and have undergone no 
more than the transformation ſo happily deſcri- 
bed by the unexampled urbanity of our Poet: : 

7] A Peter's keys a chriflen'd Fove adorn, ' ae 
And Pan to 15 . lends his — . 
The Aüete area h paſſes fix Jed 4 
be habitual diſregard of God and goodneſs, on 
the ſeventh day, ſmites his breaſt, lifts up his 

hand and eye in all the mimickry of devotion; 
and returns, after this diſpenſing propitiation of 0 

long prayers and geſticulation, with additional 


7 fy 
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vigour to bis 'impurities®. Away with theſe 


wretched remains of barbarity and Judaiſm 1 


Away with theſe beggarly elements from the pro- | 


feſſion of true Chriſtians {' How long are we 
to be nurtured, like babes, with the mill only 
of the (goſpel? In vain” have we hailed the ri- 


ſing of the ſun of righteouſneſs, if we continue 


walking in the night of infant ſuperſtition, or 


in the malignant twilight of immature and unre- 
formed Chriſtianity. Let us, the piritual wor- 


ſhippers of the ux IVERSAL sPIRAIT! have no 
more fellowſhip with theſe dangerous and un- 


fruitful practices, the produce of groſs concep- 


tions, uninitiated in the myſteries of the goſpel, 
and exchanging the vital warmth of piety for 
the fever of fanaticiſm. We were once darkneſs, 
but are now light in the Lord. Let us walk as 
children of the lightt., Wx alſo will ſanctify 
the ſabbaths of Jehovah with a veneration rigor- 
ouſly ſcrupulous, as the moſt merciful inſti- 


tution ever deviſed for the more unfortunate 


of our own ſpecies and the miſerable brute- 
creation; in which the labourer ceaſes from his 
toil, and our beaſt repoſes as well as we. Our 


* Such ſabbatical Chriſtians remind one of Martial's Gellia : 
Amiſſum non flet, cum ſola eſt Gellia, patrem : 
Si quis adeſt, juſſz profiliunt lachrymæ. 
Non dolet hic, quiſquis laudari, Gellia, quærit; 
Ille dolet vere, qui ſine teſte dolet. 


.+ Eph. v. 8. 
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. ſabbaths alſo ſhall be kept; but not with the 
kaven' of hypocritical formalities and the parade 
of miſguided ſuperſtition, in praying for calami- 
ties and in deprecating bleſſings; but in ſtudying 
the volume of the revealed will of God with un- 
leavened affections, and a ſingle eye; in expound- 
ing the wonders of the divine law to our poor and 
unlearned brethren; for whom Chriſt alſo, in his 
generation, preached the goſpeln. Thus ſhall we 
become fellow-labourers in the ſame vineyard 
with Chriſt and with God ; and by the true means, 
infinitely more than by prayers, baptiſms, and 
ſacraments, accelerate the general reformation 
of mankind ; an achievement to be accompliſhed 
by this proceſs only. But what are the neceſ- 
fities of the poor to thoſe elevated in eccleſi- 
aſtical preferments? heights from which inferi- 
our mortals he /carce ſo groſs as beetles, The 
tuition of the flock is committed to the curate : 
in the day the drought conſumes him, and the froſt 
by nightt: whilſt the repoſing rector, like Poti- 
phar of Agypit, (ſuch confidence does the good 
man place in the fidelity of his ſubſtitute !) In- 
eth not aught he hath, ſave the bread, which he 
_ doth eat; and the golden fleece, which is ſhorn in 
full meaſure into his lap.—But I am launching 
unawares into too wide an ocean: I will bring 
my little bark to land; and inſcribe the tablet 


Matt. x. 1. 8. f Gen, xxxi, 40. 1 Geo. xxxix. 6. 
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Feed the church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood; not for F1LTHY LUCRE, but 
Fa READY MIND: that, when the chief ſhepherd 

ſhall appear, ye may receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

I cannot conclude, Wee without earneſtly 

recommending this awful charge to the conſi- 


deration of all the lovers of long prayers and 


public worſhip ; to the formaliſts of every deno- 
mination, whether churchmen or diſſenters, who 
have undertaken to preach the goſpel and to 
teach others. They will do well to examine 
how far their preſent practices are calculated to 
execute this injunction of their maſter; and 
whether their devotional ſervices are not in reality 
as antichriſtian, that is, as oppoſite to the true 
ſpirit of the goſpel, as any thing condemned by 
Proteſtants in Popery, or by the Unitarian Diſſen- 
ters, as they call themſelves, in the church of 
England. It much behoves thoſe, who are ſo 
free in their cenſures of others, to conſider, 
whether their own conduct be not in reality lia- 
ble to more exception, in proportion to their 
louder pretences to liberality, and knowledge, 
and a love of truth. | 
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